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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Wednesday and Thursday 5th and 6th December 
Christmas at the Museum 
For details see page 1. 
 
Thursday 10th January 
Ken Griffiths: Bilingualism in Canada, Finland and Wales  
7.00 p.m. 
 
Thursday 14th February 
The Quiz Night with Trevor Lloyd 6.45 p.m. 
An evening not to be missed! 
Teams of four will compete to have their name on 
the Challenge Shield.  GET READY! 
 
Thursday 13th March 
Visit to St Peter’s Church with Arwyn Price 
 
Thursday 10th April 
Social Evening 
 
Thursday 22nd May 
AGM and Dr Geraint Gruffydd: Bishop Richard Davies and his 
circle revisited 
 
Friday  26th January 2008 
Antiquarian Society: Lecture in Welsh, simultaneous translation. 
Dr Lyn Davies: Patterns of Musical Culture in Carmarthenshire 
Heol Awst Chapel      Admission £1.50 for non-members  7.00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday 16 January 2008 
Friends of the Archives 
Menna Owen-Strong: Memories of Patagonia  7.00p.m. 
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The traditional start of Christmas  
 

Wednesday, 5th December 
Guests: Bishop Carl and Mrs Cooper 

 
Thursday, 6th December 

Guest: Rhodri Glyn Thomas, A.M. 
 

The Myrddin Chorale 
Stalls  Refreshments                  Tickets £3.50 

 
On sale at the Museum on 19th November 

The Editor wishes staff and Friends a very happy and 
peaceful Christmas. 

Could you all make a New Year resolution? 
PLEASE contribute to The Friend. 
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                        Antiques Fair 
Saturday and Sunday  
24th and 25th November 
 
 
 
Christmas Gift & Craft Show 

Saturday and Sunday 1st and 2nd December 
 
United Counties Showground 
10.00 a.m. – 5 p.m.  (4.00 p.m. Sunday)                                           

 
MUSEUM MATTERS 

Walking with Trilobites 
 This half-term past saw an exciting series of walks, lectures, 
and family days based around the theme of geology.  This was the 
culmination of our ‘Sharing the Treasures’ partnership with the 
National Museum (Cardiff) that began with the long-running Di-
nosaur exhibition last year.  Unfortunately, atrocious weather on 
the day ended any hope that the Black Mountain walk would take 
place.  However, the second walk, along Llansteffan Beach with 
Tom Sharpe from Cardiff, was an eye-opener and an excellent in-
troduction to the processes that form and change the rocks around 
us over millions of years.   An evening talk by Tom’s colleague, Dr. 
Bob Owens, introduced us to the trilobites of Llangynog and 
Cwmduad, by explaining the work which he and others have done 
in the area around Carmarthen.  Heather Jackson, also from Car-
diff, showed Abergwili staff how we could lay on simple family ac-
tivities based on geology – if you’re ever visiting on a Saturday and 
see Gill Jones preparing jelly and wine gums, it’s not because her 
tooth is sweet.  Heather also put on a fantastic family day with lots 
of giant dragonflies, cockroaches and spiders!  Rolande Thomas 
also made a return visit for the Family Big Draw.  His participants 
explored rocks, minerals and fossils through art.  
 Pete Davis’s talk on Cader Idris was an appropriate comple-
ment to the series too.  Cader Idris stole up on Pete many years 
ago.  Just by looking at his photographs, its impact on him is plain. 
Pete’s presentation was a wonderful exploration of this enigmatic, 
understated, yet compelling mountain through personal anecdote 
and art.  If you’ve not caught it yet, Pete’s show has now been ex-
tended. 
 And now for something completely different….Saturday 3rd 
November, Sir Henry Vaughan’s Company returned for some Civil 
War derring-do and the firing of muskets.  They plan to return on 
Saturday, 16th February 2008. Eyes-front! 

Gavin Evans 
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Chris Delaney was given a splendid farewell when a large number of  
friends and colleagues who had known him over many years gathered at 
the Museum one evening at the end of October.  He was given a leather-
bound copy of Richard Bebb’s recent book on Welsh furniture, to which 
the Friends had contributed £75.  We wish Chris all the best in his retire-
ment, which we are sure will be a very busy one, and thank him for all he 
has done for the Museum over the years.  He will be greatly missed by 
staff, volunteers and all the Friends.                                                           Ed. 

PREPARING FOR THE DAY  
 Gradually there gathered the feeling of expectation.  Christmas 
was coming.  In the shed, at nights, a secret candle was burning, a 
sound of veiled voices was heard.  The boys were learning the old mys-
tery play of St George and Beelzebub.  Twice a week, by lamplight, 
there was choir practice in the church, for the learning of the old carols 
Brangwen wanted to hear.  The girls went to these practices.  Every-
where was a sense of mystery and rousedness.  Everybody was preparing 
for something. 
 The time came near, the girls were decorating the church, with 
cold fingers binding holly and fir and yew about the pillars, till a new 
spirit was in the church, the stone broke out into dark, rich leaf, the 
arches put forth their buds, and the cold flowers rose to blossom in the 
dim, mystic atmosphere.  Ursula must weave mistletoe over the door, 
and over the screen, and hang a silver dove from a sprig of yew, till 
dusk came down, and the church was like a grove. 
 In the cow-shed the boys were blacking their faces for a dress re-
hearsal; the turkey hung dead, with open speckled wings, in the 
dairy.  The time has come to make pies, in readiness. 
 The expectation grew more tense.  The star was risen into the sky, 
the songs, the carols were ready to hail it.  The star was the sign in the 
sky.  Earth too should give a sign.  As evening drew on, hearts beat fast 
with anticipation, hands were full of ready gifts.  There were the tre-
mendously expectant words of the church service, the night was past 
and the morning was come, the gifts were given and received, joy and 
peace made a flapping of wings in each heart, there was a great burst 
of carols, the Peace of the World had dawned, strife had passed away, 
every hand was linked in hand, every heart was singing. 

D H Lawrence  

 
 
 Chris Delaney retired in October this year, after thirty-two 
years of service to Carmarthenshire’s museums. We all wish him 
well in his new ventures. 
 Chris arrived in Carmarthen as a very young museum curator 
in 1975. His arrival coincided with Dyfed County Council’s decision 
to close the Quay Street museum and move its collection to the 
Bishop’s Palace, Abergwili. He threw himself into the task with his 
customary enthusiasm and energy and led the team to create this 
new museum. Chris’s vision and flair for design were vital for this 
task 
 Chris has had many notable achievements in succeeding 
years, first as County Museums Officer for Dyfed County Council 
and later as Heritage Manager for Carmarthenshire County Coun-
cil.  He can be proud of the restoration of Scolton Manor, Pem-
brokeshire as a period house and he was the organising force be-
hind many smaller schemes, such as the Museum of Speed, 
Pendine. In 1987 he successfully organised a major exhibition with 
the British Museum about Carmarthen-born Egyptologist, Harold 
Jones. Chris published several photographic books about Car-
marthenshire. He also served on the advisory boards of the Heri-
tage Lottery Fund, the Museums Association and the National Mu-
seum of Wales. He is currently President of the Welsh Federation 
of Museums and Chair of the Council of British Archaeology, 
Wales. 

Ann  Dorsett 
Senior Museums Curator 

 
CHRIS DELANEY RETIRES 
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 Chairman Brenig Davies welcomed Donald Williams as the speaker 
for the October meeting of the Friends of the Museum.  Mr. Williams, 
who is chairman of the Gwendraeth Historical Society and vice-president 
and past chairman of Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society, took as his 
subject “The Slave Trade”. 
 Mr. Williams traced the history of the slave trade and its connec-
tions with Wales from prehistoric times, commenting on how little is 
known about these links, partly because the subject was not on the 
school curriculum until this year.  The trade started in 1443; by the time 
it ended in 1888 millions of Africans had been transported across the 
Atlantic, mainly to Brazil and the Caribbean.  It is estimated that over 
three and a half went to Brazil alone, and, surprisingly, 175,000 to 
Europe.  Slavery ended in the United States in 1865 after the Civil War 
but continued in Cuba until 1886 and in Brazil until 1888. 
 Many Welsh estates, including Middleton Hall, were founded or 
developed on the proceeds of slavery.  Many Christian denominations 
were indirectly involved in the trade.  Bishops in the Church of England 
(which then included Wales) owned slaves; the sugar plantations in Bar-
bados, where the worst conditions of all meant that life expectancy of a 
healthy African on arrival was eight years, were owned by the Church, 
leading Rowan Williams to make an apology. 
 During the 18th century the Methodist leaders disagreed over slav-
ery.  Both John Wesley and George Whitfield went to the colony of Geor-
gia. Whitfield left his 50 slaves to the Countess of Huntingdon, who was 
the patron of Howell Harris but Wesley soon returned and with Williams 
Pantycelyn worked against the evil trade.  Mr. Williams was thanked by 
Hugh Jones.   

  
 
 Plas Glan Rhydw was the subject of the first talk of the autumn session 
for the Friends of Carmarthen County Museum.  Dr John Walters, a nuclear 
physicist who has worked with Nobel prize winner Sam King in America, 
turned from his scientific interests to demonstrate an equally passionate inter-
est in the history of a place known to him and his wife throughout their lives.  
When the opportunity arose in 1977 they purchased Glan Rhydw and began to 
research its history.  
 It is a tale of landed gentry and good marriages leading to sons to carry on 
the line.  In about 1650 Jenkin Thomas of Llandyfaelog sold the holding to 
John Vaughan, a descendant of the Vaughans of Golden Grove, for £40.  It was 
mortgaged to John Saunders, one of the family which gave its name to Saun-
dersfoot.  His son William built up the estate by acquiring several farms and 
replaced the old farmhouse with a Georgian mansion.  David, his son, made a 
great deal of money with the East India Company while his cousin became gov-
ernor of Madras, sending his small son back to Glan Rhydw to be educated in 
Britain.  Marriages to many of the landowning families of Carmarthenshire and 
Cardiganshire consolidated the family’s position but eventually the decline of 
the county families led to its demise in the 1970s.   
 Glan Rhydw and its gardens have been lovingly restored by Dr and Mrs 
Walters.  Photographs of the many finds unearthed from the overgrown parts of 
the garden were of great interest to the audience.  Dr. Walters was warmly 
thanked by Robert Pugh. 

Ed. 

 
THE SLAVE TRADE 

VOLUNTEERING 
 If you have basic computer skills, would you consider volunteering for a 
few hours a week?  There is an urgent need to transfer the collections accession 
records from the old card index on to the dedicated museum records system. 
Training in the use of the system, known as CALM, will, of course, be given.   
 The Thursday morning volunteer group that met for several years to cata-
logue objects has now disbanded.  If you ask any of the ladies they will tell you 
that they got a lot of pleasure out of their work as well as feeling that they were 
helping the understaffed museum.  As a result of their good work, the priority 
has now changed and minimum computer skills are needed.  Contact  228696. 

 
PLAS GLAN RHYDW 

South Wales: 250 Years of Landscape Change 
Richard Keen 

 
Richard Keen has spent his working life in Wales directly involved with the 
care, conservation and presentation of the historic built environment and land-
scape.   The annual joint meeting with the Civic Society was, as expected, a tre-
mendous experience for all who attended.  They enjoyed a masterly exploration 
of the interaction of the landscape with the history of the people of Wales.  A 
selection of the photographs he has taken over many years, often superim-
posed on a previous image to enhance the impact, enabled one to appreciate  
not only how the landscape has changed over the centuries but also how peo-
ple’s perceptions of what constitutes significant landscape have altered.  A full 
report of the meeting will be in the February issue of the Friend. 

Ed. 
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