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THE FRIEND  
 

  The Newsletter  
of  

The Friends of  
Carmarthenshire  
County Museum 

 
May 
2010 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

Thursday  27 May A.G.M. at 7 pm followed by a talk by  
Sulwyn Thomas.  
Saturday 17th July Festival of British Archaeology, details to 

follow.  
The Friends of the Archives for June: "Cromwell, A Swede 

and Pont Henri"   Meet at Baltic Inn Ponthenri 7.00.   Contact 

Noel King on 01994 427497 .   

Editor: Tracy Dyson 07971 170647 Email: dysontracy@ymail.com 
Curator: Gavin Evans, Carmarthenshire County Museum,  01267 228696,  

GaHEvans@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 

MESSAGE FROM JILL  

 This is my last edition of The Friend.  However, it will certainly not be the 

last Friend, which will have a new editor in Tracy Dyson and we have produced 

this May edition together, 

 I know you will all join me in wishing her well and hope that you will 

support her.  Producing five newsletters a year takes considerable effort.  What 

she will need above all is material.  She has many other commitments; it helps 

so much if she has a stock of articles of varying size which can slot in to fill the 

space available.  What about an account of a museum or gallery you visited on 

holiday?  Why not look at an object in our museum, take a photograph and write 

a few lines about why you like it?  On a very rough count I produced about 40 

newsletters so I know what a challenge faces Tracy.  When you set up a blank 

with four A4 pages you sit and look at it and wonder how you are going to fill it.  

So please do help her.  I look forward to a Friend which has new features and 

eventually may look quite different . 

 As I bow out I would like to thank Annabel Lewis and Christine Bound 

for their unfailing help in distributing The Friend.  They have both agreed to 

continue helping Tracy.  
Lost Sketch Book :  Did you lose a sketch book after The 

Friendsô visit to Pontargothi Church?  If it belongs to you then 
please contact the museum where it has been left for safe 

keeping.  

Thursday  27 May A.G.M. followed by a talk by Sulwyn Thomas  

 Historical Association, Swansea & South West Wales  

Thursday 20 May, 11am, Bishopôs Palace, St Davidôs, Pem-

brokeshire . Talk by Rhianydd Biebrach on óWelsh Effigial 

Monumentsô. This talk is organised by HA Swansea and is part 

of Cadwôs Adult Learnersô Week.   

Friday 21 May, 11am, Laugharne Castle, Carmarthen-

shire .  Talk by Professor R A Griffiths on óOwain Glyndwrôs In-

vasion of South Walesô. This talk is organised by HA Swansea 

and is part of Cadwôs Adult Learnersô Week.  

Saturday 22 May, 10am ï4pm, National Waterfront Museum , 

Family and Local History Research Fair. HA Swansea will have 

a stall at this event.  

Antiquarian Society Saturday June 19 Geological field day 

on the Black Mountain, meet at Llangadog Common Bridge to 

car share at 10.30.  

           URGENT CALL FOR NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Do you have an opinion on how the Friends is run?  Have you any ideas for 

events or fundraising?  Have you any time or experience that you can give to the 

Friends and would you like to take a more active role by becoming a member of 

the committee?  If so, we need your help.   We have vacancies for new officers 

that urgently need to be filled.  If you or someone you know is interested then 

please contact any member of the present committee or Gavin at the Museum.  

Ideally let us know before the AGM on May 27th. 



The Friends visit to Pontargothiôs óPaintedô Church 

         On a warm April evening the Friends met at Holy Trin-

ity Church, Pontargothi, the painted church. The Revd Philip 

Johnes, newly retired from the parish, gave an excellent il-

lustrated talk on the history of the building. He stressed that 

this very beautiful little church, with its unique wall paint-

ings, is basically the work of one man, Henry Bath. The fam-

ily made a fortune as Cornish tin producers and then, when 

the tin ran out, exported coal from Swansea and imported 

copper ore and guano. The coming of the railway to the Tywi 

Valley allowed Bath to buy land to build Alltyferin Mansion 

and commute to Swansea.  The substantial Victorian house 

was completed in 1868.  

 Bath and his wife, having no chil-

dren, were generous benefactors to 

the locality. A school was built so 

that the tenantôs children did not 

have to walk to Llanegwad. An ar-

dent churchman, he did not want to 

enforce English services on the parish church in Llanegwad. 

Holy Trinity was built on land which had belonged to Talley 

Abbey, half a mile from the mansion and linked to it by a 

wooden bridge over the Cothi. The architect was B J Buck-

nall, a friend of the Baths, who 

had worked with them on Swan-

sea docks. Sadly, Bath only saw 

the plans, as he died on a voy-

age home from Chile in 1875 at 

the age of 54. His nephew, Ed-

ward, inherited and continued 

the work.  

          Every inch of the interior 

is decorated.  Biblical scenes form 
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The painting is on display in the Museum Gallery along with a 

collection of Benjamin Archibald Lewisô paintings from April 24th 
to September 18th 2010.  If you know anything about the 

painting, the museum staff would love to hear from you.  
 

 Anne Dorset  

Home and Away  

Paintings by  
B.A. Lewis  

April 24 th  ï September 18 th  
2010  

Gartref ac oddi Cartref  

Lluniau gan  
B. A. Lewis  

Ebrill 24ain ï Medi 18fed 
2010   

Mystery of the Big Top  

Can anyone identify the place in this painting by one of Car-

marthenshireôs best loved artists, B.A. Lewis? Painted in 1904, 
the picture shows a big top with the words ñCourageous Events 

Hallò across it.  

Buffalo Bill, or William 

Frederick Cody, toured 
Wales from 1903 to 1904. 

His show featured Indains 
attacking stagecoaches 
and wagon trains and 

being seen off by cowboys 
and soldiers. Are these the 

ñcourageous eventsò? He 
came to Carmarthen on 
May 13th 1904 and it 

must have been a striking 
event, particulalry as the 

I n d i a n s  o r  N a t i v e 
Americans, as they are 
now referred to, brought 

their families with them 

and set up camp . 

Continued on page 7  
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ies made in the 19 th  century are known while Sir Mortimer 

Wheeler and Sir Alfred Clapham surveyed the church ruins 
1921. The church was then excavated by the Carmarthenshire 

Antiquarian Society in 1926 and it was these trenches that were 
revisited as part of a training exercise, conducted in the 1990s 
by the former archaeology department at Trinity College, Car-

marthen.  
 I was particularly keen to learn about the building stone 

used in the Abbeyôs construction. A little Iôd learned about al-
ready from John and I hoped the visit of all these experts would 
help us understand the dressed pieces which the museum ser-

vice had acquired from the 1990s work. Also, I suspect that we 
do have architectural material from the 1920s dig in the collec-

tion too, but which is now unidentified. Perhaps a study of the 
geological sources and the architectural styles might help iden-
tify any stray pieces.  

 The bulk of Whitland Abbey was constructed of local Ordo-
vician sandstones, but the dressed pieces ï used for fine archi-

tectural detail, such as doorways, windows and decorative 
mouldings ï were carved from Jurassic Sutton and Dundry lime-

stones.  
 Sutton Stone comes 
from near the mouth of the 

river Ogmore in Glamorgan 
and was used across 

southern Wales during Nor-
man times, Newport Castle 
in Gwent, Llandaff  Cathe-

dral and Neath Abbey in 
Glamorgan and Manorbier 

Castle in Pembrokeshire 
being a few examples 
where it has been identi-

fied.  
 The Dundry quarry, by Bristol, was exploited a little later 

but was effectively worked out in the 15 th  century. This cut -off 
date makes it an excellent means of identifying medieval struc-

Wales Stone Forum visit to Whitland Abbey  

 On Saturday 27th March I attended a field trip of the 
Fforwm Cerrig Cymru / Wales Stone Forum to Whitland Abbey 

and to Whitland itself. It was led by Dr. John Davies, formerly 
of the Countryside Commission for Wales and probably well -
known to many of you.  

  The Forum was created 
to promote awareness and 

knowledge of the use of natu-
ral stone in Wales following 
the successful 'Stone in Wales' 

Conference in 2002. Bringing 
together as it does geologists, 

stonemasons, archaeologists, 
historians, architects and peo-
ple working related subjects, 

it allows a very exciting mul-
tidisciplinary approach to un-

derstanding our past.  
 Whitland holds an iconic 

place in Welsh history. Firstly, 
of course, the famous assem-
bly, convened by Hywel Dda 

in about AD 945, was held 
somewhere in the locality, and secondly, there is Whitland Ab-

bey, founded in the 1140s, and which went on become the 
mother house of seven other Cistercian abbeys in Wales and 
two in Ireland.  

 Although part of the Norman reformation of Christianity in 
Wales, the Cistercian monastic order rapidly went native and 

effectively became the diplomatic service for various Welsh 
princes. Whitland itself flourished under the patronage of the 
Lord Rhys. Look at the abbeyôs remains today and it can be dif-

ficult to realise that it once functioned as a royal mausoleum 
for Rhys and other members of his dynasty.  

 Little of the abbey can be seen above ground and there 
hasnôt been much archaeological investigation either. Discover-


